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to the state from 
mayor 
E I G H T 
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
R E C E I P T S A N D E X P E N D I T U R E S of the 
C I T Y Of S A C O , 
FOR T h E 
Fiscal Year Ending February 27, IS 75, 
TOGETHER WITH THE 
MAYOR'S ADDRESS, 
And other Annual Reports relating to the affairs of the City. 
SACO, M A I N E : 
william n O Y E S , P R I N T E R . 
1875. 
C I T Y O F S A C O 
IN B O A R D OF M A Y O R AND A L D E R M E N , | 
March 15, 1875. J 
ORDERED, That the Committee on Printing be authorized and 
directed to cause to be printed, in pamphlet form, six hundred 
copies of the Annual Reports, including the Address of the 
Mayor. 
Read and passed. Sent down for concurrence. 
Attest : JOS. L. M I L L I K E N , City Clerk. 
I N COMMON C O I N C I I . , | 
March 15, 1875. J 
Read and passed in concurrence. 
Attest: SETH M. CHADBOURNE, Clerk. 
A true copy, attest: JOS. L. MILLIKKN, City Cierk. 
INAUGURAL ADDRESS 
O F The 
H o n . G E O R G E A . C A R T E R , 
M A Y O R , 
T O 
T H E CITY COUNCIL OF SACO, 
D E L I V E R E D 
Before the Two Brandies in Convention, Mnrcn 15. A. D. 1875. 
A D D R E S S . 
GENTLEMEN OF THE CITY COUNCIL : 
Our first thoughts at this time should be of devout thankfulness 
to that benificent Providence which has kept onr city from every 
calamity, so signally blessed it and permitted so many of us to 
again assemble for the purpose of inaugurating a new city gov-
ernment. The condition of the several interests of the city with 
which you should be conversant is so fully set forth in the reports 
of the different city officers as to render it unnecessary for me to 
allude to them in detail on this occasion. 
In this day of almost universal increase of municipal indebt-
edness, it is gratifying to be able to say that the city of Saco is 
an exception to the rule. During the financial year just closed 
we have reduced our debt by the amount of S6.453.61. It should 
be stated that this very favorable exhibit is due in part to the 
fact that the unfortunate controversy, growing out of the build-
ing of the Gooch street bridge remains unsettled. In like man-
ner I should explain that $488.40 of the overdraft of the appro-
priation for city officers was for salaries due and payable last 
year, also that abutters owe now $590.06 of the amount over-
drawn on account of sidewalks. 
Taxation is always a burden to many grievous to be boHrntand 
is doubly heavy in times of general business depression like the 
present. It is your bounden duty to lighten it in everyway pos-
sible consistent with the city's interests. The perfect equaliza-
tion of this burden is undoubtedly well nigh an impossibility, 
but you should endeavor to approximate as nearly as possible to 
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so desirable a result. To this end I urgently recommend a 
thorough valuation of the taxable property of the city. To ac-
complish this it may be best to appoint assistant assessors. Our 
people have a right to expect that the assessors fully revise the 
tax lists yearly, but if it has been done for some years past, then 
many of them are entertaining very erroneous opinions. It is 
your duty so far as in you lies, to see to it that there shall be no 
just cause for difference of opinion relative to this important 
matter for the ensuing year. 
I strongly urge upon you an economical administration. De-
termine that no unnecessary expenditure shall be made, and keep 
down the appropriations to the lowest judicious point. But do 
not forget that there is an economy that defeats itself, a retrench-
ment that may become extravagance. The Treasurer's books 
show the liabilities of the city to be as follows: 
LIABILITIES. 
Bonds, 
Notes, 
Accrued Interest, 
State Tax, 
County Tax, 
Land Damages, 
Free High School. 
School Districts, 
$25,000 00 
36,127 00 
1,242 57 
8,095 36 
2,318 86 
86 84 
1,000 00 
644 01 
$74,514 64 
ASSETS. 
D. Tuxbury, Collector, 1857, $3 00 
103 00 
469 51 J. F. Dearing, 
tt y. . L 
State of Maine Bonds. 
1868, 
1873, 
1874, 18,833 70 
u School Fund, 
Mill School Tax, 
700 00 
1,444 65 
2,017 40 
Amount carried forward. $23,571 26 
I) 
Amount brought forward, $23,571 26 
State of Maine Free High School, 500 00 
Old Orchard Camp Meeting Association, 100 00 
School District No. 1, 2,376 04 
School District No. 9, 17 89 
State of Maine Pensions, 60 00 
Cash in Treasury, 602 12 
$27,227 31 
City Debt, February 28, 1875, $47,287 33 
Total Expenses for 1874, $77,699 68 
City Debt, February 28, 1874, 53.740 94 
$131,440 62 
Assessment for 1874, $74,333 70 
Other Receipts, 9,819 59 
$84,153 29 
City Debt, Feb. 28, 1875, $47,287 33 
" 28, 1874, $53,740 94 
•• 28, 1875, 47.2K7 33 
Debt decreased. $6,453 61 
The Liabilities of School District 
No. 1, are for Notes, 8.400 00 
Due City, 2,376 04 
ASSETS. 
Uncollected Taxes, 1873, $66 08 
" 1874, 2,835 18 
$10,776 04 
$3,474 99 
Debt of District Feb. 28, 1875, $7,301 05 
There is due the District for the support of a Free High School 
$500 from the State and $500 in addition appropriated by the 
city for the same purpose, so that the actual debt of the District 
is $6,301,05. 
< 
SCHOOLS. 
It is with greatly increased pleasure that I can repeat my re-
mark of last year with regard to the improved and improving 
condition of our schools. The report of the Supervisor shows 
the improvement to be general and continuous. It is an indis-
putable fact that no preceding city council found our schools oc-
cupying so high ground as at the commencement of your term. 
Perhaps it is unnecessary for me to remind you that the perpet-
uity of our government depends upon an educated people and 
that your responsibility therefor is equal to that of any other 
like body, but it is my duty to warn you against any action that 
will have the slightest tendency to impair in the least degree our 
educational interests. The old sj'stem of a committee of three 
was a long time in force in our town and citj*, and for some years 
our schools had been steadily retrograding. Two years since the 
system was changed by unanimous consent of council and peo-
ple, and a Supervisor was chosen. The result is before A"ou in a 
wonderfully advanced condition of our schools in every respect. 
In view of these facts, which should be well known to you all, I 
learn with astonishment that it is proposed by some to return to 
that thoroughly tried and found wanting system of a Superin-
tending School Committee. With the knowledge I have of this 
whole subject, obtained through my official connection with our 
schools for the past two years, I feel it my imperative duty to 
protest in the most emphatic manner against a course so injur-
ious to the welfare of our common schools. I have advised econ-
omy, but it needs no argument to convince an}- intelligent person 
that the withholding of the means necessary to the maintenance 
of an efficient school system, is not economy. Accordingly I 
repeat my recommendation of last year to appropriate the largest 
amount possible for the support of our schools. The last Legis-
lature passed a law compelling the attendance upon some school 
of all children between the ages of nine and fifteen. I trust 
this law will be enforced in our city. This may bring to jour 
immediate attention the subject of school room accommodation, 
8 
which I doubt not will receive due consideration at your hands. 
I hope to see accomplished this year the full payment of the 
Spring street school-house debt, the consolidation of the school 
districts, some steps taken towards the general introduction o f 
the study of music into our schools, and some satisfactory ar-
rangement with the Thornton Academy Trustees by which that 
fund may be utilized in accordance with the wishes of the found-
er, and to the great advantage of the cause of education in our 
community. 
STREETS. 
I have long thought, and my intimate connection with the 
matter the past year has fully confirmed my opinion, that our 
present system of Street Supervision is too expensive to be lon-
ger continued, and on strictly economic grounds I recommend 
that the Street Commissionership in District No. 4 be made a 
salaried office. In filling this position pursue the course success-
ful business men do in supplying places of trust and responsibil-
ity, get the best man you can, then keep him and pay him for 
and expect him to devote his whole time to the district. So firm 
is my conviction of the desirableness of this change, that I hope 
you will not choose the Street Commissioner for that district for 
this year without giving this recommendation the consideration 
its importance demands. I think it worthy your attention 
whether it would not be advisable to extend the jurisdiction of 
this officer so as to embrace all the highway districts in the city, 
giving him power to appoint assistants. In connection with this 
subject, a prevalent misapprehension is abroad relative to the 
cost of maintaining the city teams, which needs correction. The 
figures show that the past year all the expenses for men, horses 
and repairs have been earned by the teams, with a balance of 
$77 97 to their credit. 
S E W E R S . ' 
The Elm street sewer has been completed to North street. A 
sewer hns also been constructed by private enterprise on North 
street, from Scamman to, and connected with, the Elm street 
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sewer, for which the city is to pay in two years from time of 
completion without interest. This matter has been criticised 
somewhat, but I consider it an advantageous arrangement for 
the city, and I have no objection to seeing it repeated. The 
combined drainage of portions of Elm and North streets is now 
brought to the surface and discharged near the junction of Elm 
and Pleasant streets. It would not be surprising if we were 
compelled, as a sanitary measure, to extend the Elm street sew-
er to the river, the place where it should have been commenced. 
I recommend an amendment to the citj" charter requiring abut-
ters to pay a portion of the cost of sewers, leaving it optional to 
drain into them or not. 
FIRE D E P A R T M E N T . 
The Fire Department I believe to be unsurpassed in every 
particular by that of any other of like proportion. Our city has 
escaped serious loss by fire the past year, and an extensive con-
flagration seems almost impossible so long as this department is 
kept in its present condition. See to it that no act .of yours im-
pairs its efficiency in any direction. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
The unusual severity of the winter and the general lack of 
employment rendered it probable that our pauper bills would be 
largely increased the past year, but such is not the case ; the 
expense being about the same as the previous year, which shows 
a careful management of that department. 
A large and finely located tract of land was given to the town 
of Saco, many years since, to be used for certain specific pur-
poses. A portion thereof has been leased in violation of the 
terms of the gift. That lease expires the coming year. I trust 
it will not be renewed. Another part wns taken years ago for a 
cemetery. That is in a dilapidated state, and the most of it is 
used as a play-ground, contrary to law. I recommend the re-
burial in a compact form of the remains now lying there, and the 
enclosing of the same with a substantial fence. I wish we could 
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have this year some preliminary step taken towards the syste-
matic beautifying of this tract of land. 
A plain provision of the charter has been departed from rela-
tive to fixing the salaries of subordinate officers. I trust the 
mention of this wrong will be sufficient to ensure its correction, 
as it is evident that the reasoning which would justify the viola-
tion of a part of the written law might be equally applicable to 
all. I wish to urge upon your consideration the propriety of 
making a change in the time for closing our financial year and 
for issuing the several reports. I suggest the last day of Jan-
uary as the time for closing finally each year's accounts. This 
change would enable the people to see what their servants had 
been doing, and they could then more intelligently pass judgment 
upon their acts and the city council elect could before assuming 
their duties be possessed of the information contained in the 
official reports. 
The remarkable movement in favor of temperance reform, 
which commenced in our city last fall, and which took such deep 
hold of our community and spread in such a wonderful manner, 
the blessed fruits of which are so apparent in our midst, deserves 
and should receive your official encouragement in every waj-. 
Gentlemen, I want you to believe that I should not suggest or 
oppose any measure without thinking I had good grounds there-
for, and while I do not suppose you will agree with me in all 
things (and if in none I may be sorry but shall not complain) 
yet I do expect you to give every recommendation careful con-
sideration. 
I shall endeavor to vigilantly discharge all the duties imposed 
upon me by the charter and my oath, confidently anticipating 
your assistance in every effort to advance and protect the city's 
interests, and I assure you of my hearty co-operation in all your 
labors tending to that end. And may we all merit and receive 
the "well done good and faithful servant." 
GEORGE A . CARTER. 
G O V E R N M E N T 
O F 
T H E C I T Y O F S A C O . 
1 8 7 5 . 
MAyOR, 
G E O R G E A . C A R T E R . 
A LdERMEN, 
WARD 1. H A R L A N P. COBB, 
" 2. JOHN C. B R A D B U R Y , 
" 3. SAMUEL C. H A M I L T O N , 
" 4." SUMNER S. RICHARDS, 
" 5. E D W A R D P. B U R N H A M , 
" 6. W I N F I E L D S. H A S T Y , 
" 7. OLIVER F R E E M A N . 
CITY CT.ERK, 
JOSEPH L. MILLIKEN. 
COMMON CO UNCI L, 
I R A H. FOSS, President. 
WARD 1. G R A N V I L L E SHACKFORD, 
JOEL BEAN. 
" -2. RUSSELL S. BOULTER, 
J A M E S M c K E N N E Y . 
3. CHARLES B. SANDS, 
JOHN LYONS. 
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WARD 4. A B I A T H A W . L E A V I T T , 
JOHN F. HUTCHINSON. 
" 5. IRA H. FOSS, 
WM. LITTLEFIELD, JR. 
" 6. SAMUEL T. BEAN, 
FRANK FOSS. 
" 7. CALVIN F. GORDON. 
OWEN B. CHADBOURNE, 
CLERK Of common COUNCIL, 
SETH M. CHADBOURNE. 
W A R D OFFICERS. 
WARDENS. 
W A R D 1 . David G. Tapley. 
" 2. Joseph W . Hobson. 
" 3. Eben H. C. Bradbury. 
" 4. Frederic H. Lowell. 
" 5. William H. Owen. 
" 6. Mark Prime. 
" 7. William 0 . Freeman. 
W A R D CLERKS. 
John M. Deering. 
Henry Mason. 
Granville M. Tarbox. 
Orin W . Goodwin. 
Charles S. Jose. 
Charles H. Tuxbury. 
W A R D 1 . 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
CONSTABLES. 
Henry B. King. 
Cyrus Libhy. 
Westbrook Berry. 
Enos B. Patterson. 
Andrew Myers. 
Richard L. K. Grant. 
Rufus S. Merrill. 
Judge of the Municipal Court.—John S. Derby. 
City Solicitor.—F. W. Guptill. 
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Treasurer.—Jason W . Beatty. 
Collector.—Joseph F. Dearing. 
Auditor.—James W . Littlefield. 
Assessors.—Nathaniel T . Boothby, Charles E. Sawyer, Ros-
ooe L. Bowers. 
Overseers of Poor.—Francis A . Boothby, Paul C. Sands, John 
Jameson. 
Board of Health.—John E. L. Kimball, Roscoe G. Dennett, 
F. W . Guptill. 
City Physician.—Joseph P. Grant. 
Chief Engineer of Fire Department.—Augustus Lord. 1st As-
sistant, Daniel S. Sands. 2nd Assistant, Joseph F. Chadbourne. 
Superintending School Committee.—.Tames M. Bailey, S. P 
Graves, C. F. Holbrook. 
City Marshal.—Albion Sands. 
Police Officers.—E. H. C. Bradbury, Isaac E. Stover. 
Special Police Officers.—Joseph Bradbury, George V. Jordan, 
Westbrook Berry, James J. Wiggin, Charles C. Fenderson. 
James I. Buck, Leonard Leavitt, Alexander Goldthwait, David 
Patterson, James Adams, 2nd, Alonzo Goodwin, George F. 
Boothby, Jacob H. Moulton, George Googins, Henry W . Staples, 
Emerson Thomson, Frank G. Staples, Levi Boothby, Granville 
M. Tarbox, Henry Simpson, Leonard Lord, Alpheus Libby, 
John Jameson, Charles P. Rhodes, Arthur Hanscom, Thomas 
K. Lane, James M. Burbank, William C. Merrill. 
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C O M M I S S I O N E R S O F R O A D S A N D S T R E E T . 
DIST. N O . 1. Sam'l W . Seavey, DIST. No. 3. Cyrus Means, 
" 2. George Ricker, " 4. Daniel E. Johnson. 
SCHOOL AGENTS. 
DIST. N o . 1. A . G . P r e n t i s s , DIST . N o . 5 . 
Paul C. Sands; 
John Chadwick, " 
" " 2. W . S. Dennett, " 
" 3. Wm. D. Guilford, " 
" " 4. Eugene Mills. 
John Milliken, 
David McKenney, 
Seth Sinnott, 
Samuel Boothby, 
George Cilley 
SURVEYORS 
Living H. Lane, 
Daniel Rounds, 
George W. Usher, 
Charles M. Tarbox, 
James Andrews, 
Michael N. Milliken, 
Martin H. Dearing, 
Albion K. P. Chellis, 
Arthur B. Haines, 
Abiatha W. Leavitt, 
John Jameson, 
David Tuxbury, 
Joseph W. Hobson, 
Dominicus Jordan, 
Charles Littlefield, 
Joseph L. Hobson, 
OF LUMBER. 
Joseph T. Graffam, 
Frederic Dunn, 
Nahum McKusick. 
James M. Burbank, 
Alfred C. Tuxbury, 
Levi Boothby, 
John C. Cummings, 
Samuel C. Hamilton, 
Joseph F. Adams, 
Samuel Berrv, 
George W . Hobson. 
Edwin P. McKusick, 
Dominicus Ricker, 
Willis McKenney, 
Samuel W. Seavey, 
Nathaniel Currier. 
SURVEYORS 
Samuel W. Seavey. 
Willis McKenney, 
Living H. Lane, 
OF WOOD A N D B A R K . 
Winfield S. Dennett, 
George W . Usher, 
Joseph W . Hobson, 
15 
Lewis McKenney, 
William H. Webster, 
Joseph L. Hobson, 
Charles Littlefield, 
Martin H. Dearing, 
Amos T . Marston, 
Samuel Berry, 
Michael N. Milliken, 
James W . Littlefield, 
Samuel C. Hamilton, 
George W. Hobson, 
Abiatha W. Leavitt, 
Edwin P. McKusick, 
Oliver Batts. 
Frederic Dunn, 
Ira C. Doe 
Dominicus Jordan, 
Port Wardens.—Nathaniel Fernald, Abraham Cutter Abiatha 
W . Leavitt, David Patterson. 
City Weighers.—John Tounge, Alfred C. Tuxbury, Abraham 
Cutter, Joseph Richards, Liberty L. Peck, Charles Hersev, 
Brewster S. Boulter, Joseph Eon, Roland Hill, George Cutter, 
John Quinby. 
Fence Viewers.—Lewis McKenney, Levi Boothby', Ira C. Doe, 
Joseph Bradbury, Davis Googins, William N. Perry. 
Callers af Staves.—James M. Burbank. William Stevenson, 
2d, Benjamin Prescott. 
Pound Keeper.—James J. Wiggin. 
Sealer of Weight and Measures.—George V. Jordan. 
JOINT STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE CITY COUNCIL. 
On Finance.—The Mayor, Alderman Edward P. Burnham ; 
Councilinen Ira H. Foss, Owen B. Chadbourne, Samuel T. Bean. 
On Accounts. — Alderman Winfteld S. Hasty; Councilmen 
Frank Foss, Calvin F. Gordan. 
On Public Property.—Mayor, Alderman Sumner S. Richards ; 
Councilmen Calvin F. Gordon, Abiatha W. Leavitt. 
On Printing.—Alderman Sumner S. Richards ; Councilmen 
William Littlefield, Jr., Frank Foss. 
On Public Instruction.—Mayor, Alderman Edward P. Burn-
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ham; Councilmen Ira H. Foss, Abiatha W. Leavitt, Granville 
Shackford. 
On Sewers and Drains.—Alderman Harlan P. Cobb ; Council-
men Owen B. Chadbourne, Russell S. Boulter. 
On the Poor.—Alderman Winfield S. Hasty ; Councilmen Joel 
Bean, John F. Hutchinson. 
On Ordinances.— Mayor, Councilmen Samuel T. Bean, James 
McKenney. 
On Streets.—Mayor, Alderman John C. Bradbury ; Council-
men Ira II. Foss, Charles B. Sands, William Littlefield, Jr. 
On Fire Department.—Alderman Samuel C. Hamilton ; Coun-
cilmen Calvin F. Gordon, Frank Foss. 
On Lighting Streets.—Mayor, Councilmen Ira H. Foss, John 
Lyons. 
Standing Committees of the Board of Mayor and Aldermen. 
On the Sale of Intoxicating Liquors.—Aldermen Oliver Free-
man, Samuel C. Hamilton, Harlan P. Cobb. 
On Police.—Mayor, Aldermen Oliver Freeman, Sumner S. 
Richards. 
On Licenses.—Mayor, Aldermen Samuel C. Hamilton. John 
C. Bradbury. 
On Enrolled Bills.—Aldermen Edward P Burnham, Oliver 
Freeman, Winfield S. Hasty. 
On Elections.—Aldermen John C. Bradbury, Samuel C. Ham-
ilton, Harlan P. Cobb. 
Standing Committees of the Common Council. 
On Elections.—Councilmen Owen B. Chadbourne, Joel Bean, 
James McKenney. 
On Enrolled Bills.—Councilmen Abiatha W. Leavitt, Russell 
S. Boulter, William Littlefield, Jr. 
TREASURER'S REPORT 
T o THE H O N . C I T Y COUNCIL : 
G E N T L E M E N — I have the honor herewith to submit my Report 
as Treasurer of the City of Saco, for the financial year ending 
Feb. 27, 1875, together with my account with School District 
No. 1. 
Cash on hand at commencement of financial year was $174 25 
CITY ACCOUNT. 
Receipts during year amounted to 99,127 55 
Payments during the year amounted to 
$99,301 80 
98,699 68 
Balance in the Treasury Feb. 27, 1875, $602 12 
JASON W . B E A T T Y , 
Treasurer of Saco. 
Saco, March 9, 1875. 
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RECEIPTS. 
Cash on hand March 1, 1874, $174 25 
Contingent Expenses, 1,398 43 
Fire Department, 514 33 
Highway District No. 4, 2,496 26 
Interest on City Debt, 488 42 
Notes Payable, 16,600 00 
Public Property, 4 30 
Paupers, 646 25 
Sewers and Drains, 209 55 
Sidewalk Tax of 1873, 706 05 
School District No. 1, 2,600 73 
School District No. 2, 2 50 
State of Maine, (State School Fund) 1,277 87 
State of Maine, (Mill School Tax) 1,903 89 
State of Maine, (State Pensions) 60 00 
Tax of 1872, 323 11 
Tax of 1873, 14,395 86 
Tax of 1874, 55,500 00 
$99,301 80 
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P A Y M E N T S . 
Abatements, $1,726 30 
Bridges, 910 95 
Contingent, 3,427 25 
City Officers, 3,836 36 
Discount on Taxes, 3,084 58 
Fire Department, 5,306 10 
Highways, 9,287 31 
Interest on City Debt, 3,555 99 
New Streets, 644 62 
Notes Payable, 19,490 00 
Police and Night Watch, 1,960 25 
Public Property, 999 61 
Paupers, 3,239 08 
Printing, Stationery & Books, 541 02 
Reservoirs, 1,404 82 
Schools. 12,992 25 
Sidewalks and Crosswalks, 2,785 02 
Street Lamps, 1,089 52 
Sewers and Drains, 2,163 29 
State of 'Maine, (State Pensions) 60 00 
Taxes, (State) 15,595 36 
Taxes, (County) 4,600 00 
$98,699 68 
Balance Cash on hand Feb. 27, 187"). 602 12 
$99,301 80 
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SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1. 
RECEIPTS. 
Cash on hand March 1, 1874. 4 1 
On Notes Issued, MOO 00 
On'Tax of 1873, U 5 0 00 
1 S74, 7.500 00 
17,312 41 
PAYMENTS. 
Notes Payable, 812,700 00 
Interest,' 492 99 
City of Saco for Overdraft of 1873, 2,545 73 
Abatements for 1873, 73 53 
" 1874, 309 60 
Discount on Taxes of 1N7-1, 420 68 
Collecting Taxes, 196 15 
$16,738 68 
Balance Cash on hand Fell 27, 1875, $573 73 
LIABILITIES. 
Notes Outstanding, $8,400 00 
City of Saco for Overdraft of 1874, 2,376 04 
$10,776 04 
ASSETS. 
Uncollected Taxes of 1873. 866 08 
" 1874. 2.835 i s 
Cash in Treasury, 573 
&3,474 99 
57,301 05 
Of this amount there is due the City of Saco, for 
Overdraft on School District account for ex-
21 
cess of expenditures over income for 1874, $2,376 04 
Balance due on Spring Street School House, 4,952 01 
$7,301 05 
There is due the City from the State the sum of five hundred 
dollars for the support of a free High School, which sum, togeth-
er with an appropriation made by the City during the present 
year of five hundred dollars for the same purpose will, when 
transferred by the City Council to School District No . 1, make 
the amount due the City and the net debt of the District one 
thousand dollars less than above stated. 
AUDITOR'S REPORT. 
T o THE H O N . CITY COUNCIL o r THE CITY OF SACO : 
G E N T L E M E N : — I beg leave to submit the following report for 
the financial year ending Pel). 27, 1875. 
JAMES \V. LITTLEFIELD, Auditor. 
SYNOPSIS OF AUDITOR'S REPORT. 
Bridges, 
Contingent, 
City Officers, 
Discount on Taxes, 
Fire Department, 
Free High School, 
Interest on City Debt, 
New Streets, 
Police and Night Watch, 
Printing, Stationery and Books, 
Paupers, 
Public Property, 
Reservoirs and Force Pumps, 
Reduction of City Debt, 
S«wers and Drains, 
Side Walks and Cross Walks, 
Street Lamps_, 
Streets and Highways, 
Schools, 
Taxes, (County), 
Taxes, (State), 
Overlayings, 
Supplemental Tax, 
City D e b t F e b ' y 28, 1874, 
E x p e n s e s for 1874, 
$ 5 3 7 4 0 94 
77699 68 
Appropria-
tions. Credits. 
Total 
Income. Kxpenses. 
Unexpen'd 
balances. Overdrafts. 
Decrease of 
Debt. 
5000 00 5000 00 910 95 4089 05 
woo 00 1398 43 5398 43 3427 25 1971 18 
3000 00 3000 00 3831! 36 836 36 
3000 00 3000 00 3084 58 84 58 
4500 00 514 33 5014 33 5306 10 291 77 
500 00 500 00 1000 00 1000 00 
3-292 98 488 42 3781 40 3617 33 164 07 
1000 00 1000 00 644 62 355 38 
2000 00 100 00 2100 00 1960 25 139 75 
500 00 500 00 541 02 41 02 
3000 00 046 25 3616 25 3239 08 407 17 
1000 00 4 30 1004 30 999 61 4 69 
1500 00 1500 00 1404 82 95 18 
2000 00 2000 00 2000 00 
2000 00 209 55 2209 55 2163 29 • 46 26 
2000 00 2000 00 2785 02 785 02 
1000 00 1000 00 1089 52 89 52 
7000 00 2496 26 9496 26 9287 31 208 95 
7000 00 3462 05 10462 05 10462 05 
4018 86 4618 86 4618 86 
15595 31i 15595 36 15595 36 
733 50 733 50 1726 30 992 80 
93 00 93 00 93 00 
74333 70 9819 59 84153 29 77699 68 9574 68 3121 07 6453 til 
Oo 
I n c o m e R e c e i p t s and Credi ts , 9819 59 
Assessment , 1871, 74333 70 
$ 1 3 1 , 4 4 0 62 $ 8 4 , 1 5 3 29 
City D e b t M a r c h 1, 1875, $ 4 7 , 2 8 7 33 
LIABILITIES. 
City Bonds, $25,000 00 
City Notes, 36,127 00 
County of York—County Tax, 2,318 86 
State of Maine—State Tax, 8,095 36 
School Districts, 644 01 
Interest on City Debt, 1,242 57 
Land Damages, 86 84 
Free High School, $1000 00 
$74,514 64 
ASSETS. 
D. Tuxbury, Collector, 1867, $3 00 
1868, 103 00 
Jos. F. Dearing, " 1873, 469 51 
- " •• " 1874, 18,833 70 
State of Maine State School Fund. 1,444 65 
" " " School Mill " 2,017 40 
" " " State Pensions, 60 00 
" " " Bonds, 700 00 
School Dist, No. 1, 2,376 04 
" " 9, 17 89 
State Free High School, 500 00 
Old Orchard Camp Meeting Association, 100 00 
J. W . Beatty, Treas., 602 12 
$27,227 31 
City Debt, Feb. 27, 1875, $47,287 33 
S T A T E M E N T 
OF T H E 
R E C E I P T S A N D E X P E N D I T U R E S 
OF T H E 
CITY OF SACO, 
F r o m March 1st, 1874, to March 1st, 1878. 
BE C E I P T S . 
Cash. 
Amount on hand March 1st, 1874, $174 25 
Contingent Expenses. 
From sundry persons, 1,398 43 
Fire Department. 
From sundry sources, 514 33 
Interest on City Debt. 
Interest on Taxes and Bonds, 488 42 
Notes Payable. 
From Notes Issued, 16,600 00 
Paupers. 
From sundry sources, $217 88 
" City Farm, 428 37 
$646 25 
Public Property. 
From Calvin F. Gordon, 4 30 
Sewers and Drains. 
From Entries to Sewers, 209 55 
Streets and Highways. 
From City Teams. 2,410 10 
" other sources, 86 16 
2,496 26 
Sidewalks and Crosswalks. 
Sidewalk Tax of 1873, 706 05 
School Dist. No. 1. 
From Tax for Overdraft, 2,600 73 
School Dist. No. 2. 
From W . S. Dennett, 2 50 
State of Maine—State School Fund, 1,277 87 
" " " School Mill " 1,903 89 
" " " State Pensions, 60 00 
Tax of 1872, from Jos. F. Dearing, Coll., 323 11 
" 1873, " " " " 14,395 86 
" 1874, " •• 55,500 00 
Total Receipts, 99,301 80 
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EXPENDITURES. 
Abatements. 
Paid Heirs of A . F. Chisholm, $7 60 
t I A . Leavitt, 10 00 '' 
Jos. F. Dearing, Coll., 1872, 390 90 
U " 1873, 478 80 
a " " " 1874, 839 00 
Bridges. 
Paid Humphrej' Kendrick, labor, 23 25 
it Jos. Hobson for lumber, 517 74 
u Nath'l Currier, labor and material , 72 45 
u Twambley & Son, 20 67 
U Jos. G. Deering, 16 42 
i i Chas. Sands, labor, 27 50 
k; A. H. Gilman, time and expenses. , 63 00 
u A . G. Prentiss, 7 31 
it A . K. P. Chellis, labor. 21 32 
6b E. H. C. Bradbury, 32 59 
It Sundry small bills, 100 70 
tt Commissioner, 8 00 
910 95 
CONTINGENT EXPENSES. 
Paid Maine Insane Hospital, 347 46 
" For Gas at City Hall, 196 00 
" S. F. Macomber for labor at City Hall 
and building, 265 30 
Paid S. F. Macomber for material, 22 15 
A. & B. E. Cutter for Coal, 85 50 
•• W. S. Dennett, surveying, 119 80 
" Lowell & Lord, labor and material, 95 47 
" Addie Knights, for damages and ex-
penses. 150 00 
Amount carried forward, $1,281 68 
28 
Amount brought forward, $1,281 68 
Paid Post Sheridan, 100 00 
u S. & B. Savings Institution for rent, 50 00 
u on account of Liquor Agency, 774 89 
u for use of Ward Rooms, 67 00 
u Wardens and Clerks, 42 00 
u Chas. Twambley & Son, 66 79 
it S. & B. Gas Co., for labor & material, 130 90 
u Jos. F. Dearing for sundries, 29 65 
u Chas. E. Sawyer for Wood, 13 00 
u C. H. & A . Goodwin, 22 50 
bfc Hardy Machine Co., 19 30 
u J. Hearne, 12 00 
u 0 . Durgin, posting election notices, &c. 25 00 
u Clerk Common Council, 50 00 
4 I Health Committee, 39 00 
tk " on Inst year, 21 00 
I1 H. Fairfield, for use of Horse, 44 60 
fct Com. on Streets, 139 95 
fcfc " "• on last year. 33 57 
Com. on accounts, 40 00 
Li Jos. Hobson for Lumber, 10 07 
U Leonard Lord, 28 00 
i L C. D. Scamman for painting, 12 23 
a B. F. Hamilton, blankets for Jail, 10 50 
i i Jos. L. Milliken for Street Signs, &c. , 10 15 
u 0 . Durgin for witness fees, 39 20 
u Sundry small bills, 314 17 
City Officers. 
Paid Mayor's Salary, 200 00 
'• City Clerk, 472 00 
" Treasurer, 250 00 
" Auditor, 150 00 
Amount carried forward. $1,072 00 
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Amount brought forward, $1,072 00 
Paid City Assessors, 465 00 
u ''on last year, 203 00 
u 44 Solicitor 44 4 4 44 155 40 
<. 6 &. & t 141 70 
66 " Physician, 60 00 
66 " " on last year, 63 00 
66 Supervisor of Schools, 300 00 
66 Engineers of Fire Department, 300 00 
66 City Marshal, 125 00 
66 " " extra services, 30 00 
66 Overseers of the Poor, 200 00 
66 City Collector, 654 26 
66 Board of Health on last year, 67 00 $3,836 36 
Discount on Taxes. 
Paid 6 per cent, discount on taxes paid 
on or before July 10, 1874, $3,084 58 
Fire Department. 
Paid City Teams for hauling engines, 550 00 
" R. Rand for Gray Horse, 325 00 
Gov. Fairfield S. F. Engine Co., 917 41 
" Saco S. F. Engine Co. No. 1, 846 77 
•• for new Hose, 1,245 00 
" repairing Hose, 21 50 
" Coup l ings , Straps, Oi l , &c., 185 82 
Chas. Twambley & Son for sup-
plies, 11 73 
O. C. Clark for Oil and Rubber 
Clothing, 84 50 
A . & B. E. Cutter for Coal, 233 34 
Wm. Hill, 34 00 
Lowell & Lord, labor and material, 115 44 
Hnrdv Machine Co., 93 58 
Amount carried forward. $4,664 09 
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Amount brought forward, $4,664 09 
Paid Chas. Harmon for hauling Hook 
and Ladder Carriage, 17 50 
" N. F. Lord, for hauling Coal, &c., 30 50 
" B. F. Hanscom for repairs and 
supplies, 28 56 
" S. & B. Gas. Co. for Coal and 
Gas, 142 07 
" Sundry small bills for repairs and 
supplies, 423 38 
Interest on City Debt. 
Interest on City Notes, 1,998 99 
Coupons, 1.557 00 
$5,306 10 
3,555 99 
New Streets. 
Paid Ivory Fenderson, Com., 13 00 
" " for use of Horse 
and Oxen, 28 00 
" Ivorv Fenderson for Spikes and 
iron work, 2 00 
" Jos. Hobson for Lumber, 9 56 
" A . T. Marston, Com., 12 00 
" Gooch & Haines for Granite used 
at Old Orchard, 67 50 
" for grading at Old Orchard, 41 00 
•• tbr labor, 471 56 
— $644 62 
Notes Payable. 
Paid City Notes, $19',490 00 
Police and Night Watch. 
Paid Hiram B. Knights for services, 66 00 
" Frank Emerson at camp ground, 18 00 
" John Jameson " " and beach, 36 00 
Amount carried forward, $120 00 
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Amount brought forward, 
Paid Geo. V . Jordan, special. 32 00 
" J. M. Bill-bank at camp ground, 12 00 
" Geo. S. Lowell, special, 12 00 
" James Adams, " 48 00 
" O. Durgin for Badges and services, 103 25 
" R. L. K. Grant, regular, 733 00 
" R. N. Milliken, -• 636 00 
" E. H. C. Bradbury, - 158 00 
" I E. Stover, " 106 00 
Printing, Stationery and Books. 
Paid W . S. Noyes & Co. for printing, 
advertising and material, 463 54 
" James Stone for binding Reports, 24 57 
" Bailey & Noyes for Books, 10 00 
" Lewis Hodsdon " Stationery, 
Books, " 39 42 
" John A. Berry, Stationery, 3 49 
Paupers. 
Paid for supplies- and expenses on Ci-
ty Farm, 1,186 33 
A . G. Prentiss for supplies, 35 72 
W. S. Hasty & Co., 10 00 
Roan Bros., 9 00 
R. Jordan, 42 00 
Dorrance Littlefield. 59 92 
Samuel Osgood, 63 08 
Stillman Gurney, 82 50 
<). F. Carpenter & Co., 96 38 
Samuel Chase, 189 14 
A. & R. E. Cutter for Coal. 12 00 
$120 00 
$1,960 25 
$541 02 
Amount carried forward, $1,786 07 
32 
$1,786 07 
$ 3 , 2 3 9 0 8 
Amount carried forward, $898 71 
Amount brought forward, 
Paid D. Jordan for Wood, 
" Eliot Sweetsir, " 
" Wm. N. Perry, " 
" City Teams for hauling Wood, 
" Sundry persona for rent, 
" J. W . Burrows for supplies, 
' ' Sundry persons for care of the sick, 
burying the dead and supplies, 1 
" F. A . Boothby for money paid out 
for supplies, 
" James Adams for supplies, 
• " Sundry small bills. 
Public Property. 
Paid Owen & Bickford for Settees, 1 
" J. H. Burnham, Hitching 
Posts, 
Thos. Brand for repairs, ] 
" C. D. Scamman for painting, 
" John Tounge, " " 
•• A, K. P. Chellis " labor and ma-
terial, 1 
Willis McKenney for grading lot, 1 
" A . L. Scamman for labor and 
supplies, 
" C. M. Littlefield for labor and 
supplies, 
•• Israel Smitli for^abor and supplies, 
" Tuxbury & Jos. Hobson for lum-
ber, 
" John Buck for Stone, 
" Chadbourne & Stearns for sup-
plies, 
33 
Amount brought forward, 
Paid A . G. Prentiss for Lime, 11 85 
" John H. Gowen for Bricks, 20 70 
" James M. Burbank for lumber, 15 53 
" Sundry small bills, 82 
Reservoirs. 
Paid Lowell & Lord for Castings and 
Pipe, 81 13 
" City Teams for work, 82 11 
" C. H. & A. Goodwin for Stone 
and Covers, 605 00 
•• Jos. Hobson for Lumber, 146 64 
" for labor, 477 94 
" Commissioner, 12 00 
Sewers and Drains. 
Paid Steam Fire EngineCos. for pump-
ing, $61 75 
" Israel Hill for labor and mate-
rial, 1,749 09 
Lowell & Lord for Pipe, 40 40 
" C. H. & A . Goodwin for Stone, 
Covers, &c., 75 50 
" W . S. Dennett for surveying and 
plans, 44 10 
" Gains & Dean for work and sup-
plies, 20 80 
" Jos. Hobson for Plank. 32 23 
" for labor and material, 134 42 
" Commissioner, 5 00 
$898 71 
$999 61 
$1,404 82 
$2,163 29 
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Sidewalks and Crosswalks. 
Paid C. H. & A. Goodwin for Curb 
Stone, 982 20 
" Bean Bros, for Brick, 86 40 
" J. C. Snow for Concrete, 144 28 
" A . W . Hewes for Curbing, Bricks, 
& c „ 101 94 
" Jos. Hall for Curbing, Bricks, &c „ 64 35 
" A. H. Gilman for Curbing, 30 10 
" C. W. Ross " 21 35 
" W. S. Dennett, for surveying, 40 00 
" for labor and material, 1,278 40 
Commissioner, 36 00 
Street Lamps. 
Paid Gas Co., 799 ,20 
James Adams for care of Lights, 132 00 
" J. H. Burnham for Posts, 38 40 
" for repairs, oil, &c., 119 92 
STREETS AND HIGHWAYS. 
Highway District No. 1. 
Paid Ivory Fenderson, Commissioner, 
for self, horse and oxen, 324 94 
" for labor and material, 749 39 
Highway District No. 2. 
Paid David McKenney, Commissioner, 
for self, man and oxen, 262 77 
" for labor and material, 833 14 
\ 
« 
$2,785 02 
$1,089 52 
$1,074 33 
$1,095 91 
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Highway District No. 3. 
Paid C. F. Clark, Commissioner, for 
self and horse, 16 75 
" Cyrus Means, Commissioner, for 
self, horse and oxen, 170 50 
" Loren Foss, (Little River Road) 51 00 
" for labor and material, 622 75 
Highway District No. 4. 
Paid A . T . Marston, Commissioner, 
for self and horse, 342 00 
" for work of City Teams, 1,090 50 
" Damages, 35 00 
" for lumber and material, 4,788 57 
State of Maine—State Pensions. 
Paid .State Pensions, 
SCHOOLS. 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1. 
High School. 
Paid Teacher, 1,590 00 
" Assistant, 400 00 
Grammar Schools. 
Paid L. O. Straw, 1,060 00 
" Wardwell and King, 880 00 
" two Assistants, 692 00 
Iniermediate Schools. 
Paid Miss Addie Small, 334 25 
" " L. A . Deering, 334 25 
$861 00 
$6,256 07 
$60 00 
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Primary Schools. 
Paid Miss A . M. Patterson, 312 50 
" " Milliken and Andrews, 297 50 
" " L. A . Rumery, 312 50 
" " M E. Jordan, 312 50 
" " S. C. Fields, 312 50 
" F. H. Chase, 303 75 
" " A . E. Atkins, 303 75 
" Misses Gowen and Gowdy, 297 50 
Mixed Schools. 
Paid Miss Ellen Parker, 183 00 
" N. Tibbetts, 161 00 
" M. E. Deering, 44 00 
School District No. 1., continued. 
Paid for repairs, 140 38 
" " care and cleaning, 492 05 
•• " fuel, 598 78 
" " supplies, 569 14 
" " filling around School Houses, 408 38 
" " 3 Agents' services, 100 00 
" Assessors and Treasurer, 75 00 
School Districts. 
No. 2. Salaries, repairs and supplies, 574 98 
3. 4 4 4 4 44 186 90 
" 4. 4 4 44 4 4 298 27 
5. 4 4 4 4 44 208 50 
6. 44 44 44 322 50 
" 7. 44 44 44 237 75 
" 8. u 44 44 242 26 
9. u 44 406 36 
$8,131 00 
$2,383 73 
$2,477 52 
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Taxes—County. 
Paid balanceof County Tax for 1873, 2,300 00 
" in part " " " 1874, 2,300 00 
Taxes—State. 
Paid balance of State Tax for 1873, 8,095 36 
" in part " " " 1874, 7,500 00 
$4,600 00 
$15,595 36 
Total Expenditures, $98,699 68 
RECAPITULATION. 
Cash on hand March 1, 1874, 174 25 
Receipts for 1874, 99,127 55 
$99,301 80 
Expenditures for 1874. 98,699 68 
Balance in hands of Treasurer, $602 12 
APPENDIX. 
City Teams earned for the year, $2,410 10 
Expenses of men and teams, 2,332 13 
Balance in favor of the Teams, $77 97 
The City Solicitor, City Physician, Board of Health, and apart 
of the Assessors for 1873, were paid out of this year's appropri-
tion for City Officers, amounting to $488 40, which accounts for 
so much of the overdraft on that appropriation. 
There was no assessment mad* this year on the Abuttors, on 
account of new sidewalks; if there had been, it would have re 
dnced the overdraft on that appropriation $433 37. 
There is due from the Boston & Maine Railroad a small 
amount on account of sidewalks. 
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REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY OF T H E CITY. 
City Building and Lot, $20,000 00 
City Farm, 9,000 00 
City Prison and Lot, 7,000 00 
Engine House and Lot, .r>,000 00 
One-fourth house and lot, Common St., 100 00 
Wilkinson,Gravel Pit, 250 00 
City Stable, 750 00 
Pest House, 250 00 
Wood Lot, part of No. 6 of the great Lot, 300 00 
$42,650 00 
Clock and Bell, 1,500 00 
Stock and supplies on Farm, 1,950 75 
Horses, Harnesses, Carts, &c., 1,860 00 
Furnishings in Supreme Court Room, 800 00 
" Municipal " " 100 00 
" City Council's " 300 00 
" City Marshal's Office, 25 00 
Steam Fire Engines and apparatus, 9,610 00 
Hook and Ladder Carriage and apparatus, 450 00 
$16,595 75 
Total. $59,245 75 
R E P O R T 
O F T H E 
OVERSEERS OF THE POOR. 
T o THE H O N . M A Y O R AND CITY COUNCIL : 
The Overseers of the Poor for the year ending March 1, 1875, 
would respectfully submit the following report: 
The number of families who have received aid away from the 
farm during the year has been 53, an increase of 11 over last 
year. The extreme cold weather during the past winter, the 
difficulty in obtaining employment and the reduction of wages 
have all contributed to increase the application for help. While 
we have endeavored to be judicious in our distributions, we have 
been careful that none should suffer whose wants were made 
known to us. 
W e are satisfied that much ,suffering has been prevented, and 
the pauper expenses considerably less from the results of the 
temperence reform movement in our city, and we believe that if 
from no higher motive than the subject of taxation it should re-
ceive the support of every tax payer. As the social and moral 
results of this movement comes more properly in the report of 
another department we will only add, that in whatever position 
we may be placed, we pledge to it our hearty co-operation and 
support. 
The management of the City Farm and Alms House the past 
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year are highly satisfactory. The main house and the front end 
of the barn need repainting, and we recommend that it be done 
as soon as the weather is fitting. 
The barn on the farm is found to be too small to properly ac-
commodate the wants of the farm, and we recommend that an 
addition of 24 feet be put on the west end of the barn before 
haying. The boards, shingles and most of the timber have been 
furnished from the farm the past winter, in anticipation of mak-
ing the addition this season. 
We believe that if the appropriation for the poor the coming 
year should be the same as the past year no extra appropriation 
for repairs, &c., will be needed. x 
There has been built the past year a substantial stone bridge 
at the mouth of the road leading to the farm ; also, one side of 
the roof of the main house has been shingled. The expense of 
both jobs amounted to about sixty dollars. These bills were 
paid out of the pauper fund. 
The following exhibit shows the expenditures and receipts con-
nected with the poor account for the year ending March 1, 1875. 
CITY F A R M . 
Expenditures. 
For stock, labor, supplies, &c., 
Salary of Nathaniel Billings, one year, 
$765 08 
450 00 
$1,215 08 
Receipts. 
From sale of produce, 428 37 42K 37 
Excess of expenditures over receipts. 
Net expense of Farm, $786 71 
$786 71 
SUPPORT OF POOR OFF FROM FARM. 
Expenditures. 
For support and expenses, $2,024 00 2,024 00 
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Receipts. 
From City of Rockland, 77 85 
" town of Cape Elizabeth, 72 03 
" Kennebunk, 17 50 
" " Freeport, ' 30 00 
" " Lyman, 20 50 
217 88 217 88 
Excess of expenditures over receipt, $1806 12 
Net expense off from farm, $1806 12 
G E N E R A L EXPENSE ACCOUNT. 
Expenditures. 
Total expense of City Farm, $1215 08 
" " off " 2024 00 
Receipts. 
Total receipts from City Farm, 428 37 
off " " 217 88 
$3,239 08 
$646 25 
Excess of expenditures over receipts, $2,592 83 
Actual expense for support of Poor, 2,592 83 
(Expenses less than appropriations, $407 17.) 
Present number of paupers on Farm, 16—average number 16. 
Annexed we present an inventory of stock and produce on 
Farm March 1, 1875. 
F . A . B O O T H B Y , . OVERSEERS 
P A U L C . S A N D S , V OF 
J O H N J A M E S O N , ) P O O R . 
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STOCK A N D PRODUCE ON CITY F A R M MA 
20 tons of Hay at $16, $320 00 
1 yoke of Oxen, 200 00 
6 Cows at $45, 270 00 
1 Horse, 100 00 
2 yearlings' at $20, 40 00 
5 Swine at $25, 125 00 
7 bbls. Pork at $22, 154 00 
145 bush. Potatoes at 60e., 87 00 
3 bbls. Soap at $3, 9 00 
Vegetables, 15 00 
1-2 bbl. Mackerel, 6 00 
10 gals. Molasses at 45 c, 4 50 
.100 lbs. Butter at 37 c. 37 00 
75 lbs. Lard at 15 c, 11 25 
16 bush. Beans at $2 50, 40 00 
30 bush. Barley at $1 00, 30 00 
100 bush. Corn at $1 10, 110 00 
1 Wagon, 115 00 
1 Pung, 40 00 
1 Mowing Machine, 75 00 
Farming Tools, 150 00 
6 bbls. of Apples at $2 00, 12 00 
$ 1 , 9 5 0 7 5 
I 
R E P O R T 
OF 
C I T Y M A R S H A L . 
C I T Y M A R S H A L ' S O F F I C E , March 1 , 1 8 7 5 . 
T o THE M A Y O R AND C I T Y COUNCIL OF S A C O : 
GENTLEMEN : 
As my last official duty for the municipal year ending with the 
close of the preceding month, I submit to you the following re-
port: 
The whole number o f arrests made during the year is 136, for 
offences as fo l lows: 
Intoxication, 76 
Assault and Battery, 20 
Keeping liquors with intent to sell, 9 
Single sale, 6 
Larceny, 7 
Gambling, 4 
Affray, 2 
Malicious Mischief, 2 
Breaking and Entering, 2 
False Pretences, 1 
Vagrancy, 1 
Night Walking, 1 
Rape, 1 
Adultery, 2 
Cockfighting, 2 
136 
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To the City Treasurer I have paid as fines collected the sura 
of $15 00, for licenses $61 00, making $76 00. Five hundred 
and tweniy-three persons have received a night's lodging in our 
Jail, and one hundred and eighty-six meals have been furnished 
to travellers at an expense to the city of 25 cents each. 
The expense of the Night Watch is the same as last year, and 
during the summer the services of two policemen were required 
at Orchard Beach; the cost to the city of this department you 
will find in the Auditor's report. 
In addition to the number of arrests made for offences commit-
ted within our city limits, many criminal processes have been re-
turned to the municipal court against offenders residing in other 
parts of its jurisdiction, and fines have been imposed to the use 
of the Connty, amounting to $1,248 00, exclusive of costs. 
In closing my report of the office, the duties of which have de-
volved upon me ever since the organization of our City Govern-
ment, (with the exception of one year) it affords me much pleas-
ure to call your attention to the steady decrease of crime in our 
midst, during the past municipal year ; a decrease leaving as its 
result a remarkable and almost entire absence of breaches of the 
peace, and among its causes the successful efforts that have been 
made for the suppression of the use and sale o f intoxicating liq-
uors. 
The temperance movement, inagurated by our most energetic 
and influential citizens, and supported by a healthy public senti 
ment, has wrought a reform in a few months for which constables 
and police might have toiled unaided as many years in vain. 
Much, too, is due to the rigid efficient enforcement of the pro-
hibitory law, which, in many instances, has carried conviction 
where the gentler teaching of moral suasion has failed of effect. 
As illustrative of the beneficial results that have already en-
sued, my docket shows that of the seventy-six arrests for intoxi-
cation, but five have been made during the past four months; 
and if the friends of temperance need further proof of the bene-
fits to be derived from their cause to strengthen them in the pros-
ecution of the work so successfully begun, I can show that of the 
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one hundred and thirty-six arrests during the year, one hundred 
and fourteen are directly traceable to the use and sale of intoxi-
cating liquors. 
I wish to express my sincere thanks to the Mayor and Com-
mittee on Police for their aid and counsel during the year. 
In view of the fact that I have so long held the office of Mar-
shal of our City, and received its honors, I feel willing to share 
these with my fellow citizens, and shall wait with pleasure the ap-
pointment of my successor. 
O B A D I A H DURGIN, City Marshal. 
R E P O R T 
O F T H E 
COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS. 
T o THE H O N . M A Y O R AND CITY COUNCIL : 
The Joint Standing Committee on Accounts, to whom was re-
ferred the statement of the accounts of the City Treasurer for 
the year ending Feb. 27, 1875, respectfully submit the following 
report: 
The}- have examined the Treasurer's accounts, compared the 
several items with the entries in his books, and find them prop-
erly vouched and correctly stated. 
W I N F I E L D S . H A S T Y , } COMMITTEE 
H A R L A N P . C O B B , > ON 
C H A R L E S M I L L I K E N , J ACCOUNTS. 
Saco, March 15, 1875. 
Report of the City Physician. 
T o THE H O N . M A Y O R AND C I T Y COUNCIL OP S A C O : 
I herewith submit the following report: 
I have rendered medical aid to about fifty-four individuals at 
the alms-house and within the city limits, during the past muni-
cipal year. The deaths during this period number five, and 
have all occurred at the alms-house : they are as follows : 
Date of death. Name. Age . Disease. 
June 1, 1874. Uriah Wadsworth, 71 Rheumatism. 
July 22, " Mrs. E. Libby, 80 Cancer of the stom. 
" 23, " Elizabeth Burke, 65 Rheumatism. 
May 8, " Susan Foss, 82 Palsy. 
Feb. 1, 1875. Moses Caverly, 75 Softening of Brain. 
The general health of the poor of our city for the past year 
has not been as good as in former years. No epidemic has pre-
vailed but quite a number of cases of scarlet fever have occurred, 
no death resulting from that disease however. 
Respectfully submitted, 
J. P. G R A N T , City Physician. 
R E P O R T 
O F T H E 
B O A R D O F H E A L T H . 
T o THE HON. MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OP THE CITY OP SACO : 
SIRS :—The Board of Health of the municipal year 1874-5, 
have responded to seventeen formal complaints of nuisances dur-
ing the year, most of which complaints were found on investiga-
tion to deserve our attention and to demand our action. In 
nearly every case where notice was given to owners^ of obnoxious 
premises, prompt and efficient action was taken by parties no-
tified. 
By a critical observation of the more thickly settled portion of 
the city during the warm and wet season, the Board have come 
to the conclusion that the chief source of atmospherical con-
tamination in town is lack of proper drainage, and suggest that 
all that can be may be done from year to year to remedy it. 
Respectfully submitted. 
J . E . L . K I M B A L L , ) B O A R D 
R . G . D E N N E T T , } OP 
E D W I N B . S M I T H , J H E A L T H . 
R E P O R T 
OF THE 
C I T Y S O L I C I T O R . 
T o T H E H O N . C I T Y COUNCIL OP THE C I T Y OF S A C O : 
The past year has been one of considerable civil commotion. 
The first matter to which my attention was called officially was 
the private affliction of Ida M. Haines, which, in its probable and 
prospective consequences, threatened to become a matter of pub-
lic interest to the City ; but the author of her grief took her and 
the responsibility-, and by their intermarriage her settlement and 
that of her child fell upon Biddeford. The great source of legal 
difficulty during the municipal year now drawing to a close has 
been our ways—which have not been ways of pleasantness, nor 
paths of peace. The residents at Old Orchard—some of them— 
were not satisfied either with the improvements made, nor with 
the damages awarded therefor, and the opinion of 3-our Solicitor 
had to be given relative to this matter. Then, there was a suit 
pending in which it was attempted to reach land damages in the 
hands of your Treasurer, while taxes were still due us from the 
land-owner. This was adjusted by payment of the taxes. The 
construction of a fr idge from Factory Island to Gooch Island'has 
been the source of a controversy, (the particulars of which are fa-
miliar to you) which is not j et closed, therefore we will not enter 
into any discussion of its merits; 
One of our Surveyors has been sued for attempting to preserve 
the original width of the Buxton road, near Sandy Brook, and 
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the action is still pending in the Biddeford Municipal Court, and 
I shall have to bequeath it as a legacy to my successor. Two 
cases against the city were entered at the recent January term of 
the Supreme Court, both of which have been settled since the ad-
journment of Court. One was the suit of Miss Knight of Hollis, 
for injury to her foot by glass from the street lantern, left upon 
the sidewalk at the junction of North and Elm Streets ; this was 
compromised by a hundred dollars and costs—it being cheaper 
to pay than to litigate, even with a successful result. The other 
was that of Israel Hill to recover balance for construction of Elm 
Street sewer and other work. Part of the money due under the 
sewer contract was retained because of a complaint by the Gas 
Company that their pipe was broken by the fault of those filling 
in the earth over the sewer ; but the whole matter was amicably 
arranged, and Mr. Hill took the amount retained in full of his 
whole claim. So no suit is now left pending in Court. 
Mr. Johnson, of Sacarrappa, has notified us of an alleged claim 
for the value of a horse killed by falling into the sluice-way near, 
the foot of the hill on Factory Island ; but the circumstances at-
tending the accident were such that it has not been deemed ad-
visable to pay, nor supposed that he would attempt to enforce 
it by suit. I am happy to retire leaving no pending litigation 
directly against our city, and only the petty case before men-
tioned in which it has any interest. 
E D W I N B. SMITH, City Solicitor. 
Saco, March 1, 1875. 
R E P O R T 
O F T H E 
Chief Engineer of the Fire Department. 
T o THE H O N . M A Y O R AND CITY COUNCIL : 
GENTLEMEN :—By an ordinance of the city, it becomes my 
duty as Chief Engineer, and I herewith present my third annual 
report of the Fire Department, which as now organized has one 
Chief and two Assistant Engineers, and forty-one active mem-
bers. The members are divided so as to efficiently man our two 
Steamers, the Saco No. 1, and the Gov. Fairfield No. 2 ; while 
the Hook and Ladder Truck, is as previously reported, without 
an organization. 
It is with pleasure that I can report at the close of this mun-
icipal year, that the apparatus connected with this department 
is in excellent condition, and in the most thorough repair. 
The fire at Shaw's Block, Biddeford, March 20th, tested the 
quality of our hose and found so many weak places that they 
could not be relied on. Hence for the efficiency of the depart-
ment, I have purchased the past year fourteen hundred feet of 
new hose ; together with what we had on hand, and considered 
good, gives us three thousand feet of reliable hose, which is 
enough to give each machine an extra change, and have a supply 
of dry hose always readj'. 
The number of fires the past year have been nineteen, and one 
false alarm. For the dates, location, and loss as near as can be 
ascertained, will be found in the annexed schedule. 
After carefully looking over the circumstances connected with 
the fire on February 5th, in the stable attached to the Engine 
House on Thornton Avenue, I can form no other conclusion than 
it caught from a spark from an adjacent chimney which was 
52 
burning out at the time. There being a light of glass out in 
the end of the stable fronting the burning chimney, and a spark 
blowing through and falling on the hay seems the most reasona-
ble cause for the fire. 
While it was unfortunate in having the disaster, I think we 
may be doubly pleased with the favorable termination. 
The horses were somewhat affected by the smoke while in the 
stable, but a few minutes in the open air brought them all right. 
The cost to repair the building as good as before the fire did not 
exceed seventy-Jive dollars. 
There has been built the past year a large reservoir, situated 
at the junction of Spring and Temple Streets, which supplies a 
necessity long felt. 
I think it advisable every year to add at least one new reser-
voir, and will call your attention to have one located on or in 
the vicinity of Hill Street. The one that was built there a few 
years since proves of no value. 
While our department is at present in perfect order, it de-
mands unceasing watchfulness, and should be maintained in a 
condition of thorough efficiency. 
We are frequently reminded by the experience of other cities 
of the disasters to which we may be subjected. 
Our principal security against such calamity rests on our Fire 
Department, the completeness of the machinery at their disposal 
with an abundant supply of water that we may be when required 
found prepared for any emergency which may arise. 
To the Assistant Engineers, the officers and members of the 
department, I wish to return thanks for your promptness, and for 
the harmony which has accompanied all our labors. 
Respectfully submitted, 
A U G U S T U S LORD, 
Chief Engineer Fire Department. 
Fires and Alarms from March 1, 1874, to March, 1, 1875. 
Dates. Owners. 
March 20, Shaw's Block,' 
tt 24, Grass in Nye's field , 
It 27, • Newbegin House, 
A . Page's House, April 4, tt 5, False Alarm, 
May 3, Cyrus Cleave's House, t w 13, Eastern R. R. Depot, 
15, Morrill, Andrews & Kelly Houses, 
Month of June without alarm. 
July 
i k 
19, Boston and Maine House, 
28, S. P. McKenney's House, 
tt 31, Covering on Brick Kiln, 
Aug. 17, T. H. Cole's House, 
September without an alarm. 
Oct. 24, Burning chimney, 
November without alarm. 
Dec. 4, Gains & Wentworth's Shop, tt 16. James L. Tibbetts' Shoe Manufa'y, 
11 16, Burning chimney, 11> 25, Store owned by Hooper Heirs, 
Month of January without alarm. 
Feb'y 5, Stable attached to Engine House, tt 20, Unoccupied House, 
it 22, Mrs. Sawyer's House, 
L o c a t i o n . Losses. 
Main Street, Biddeford. 
North Street, Saco. 
Bradbury Street, Biddeford. 
Stone Street, Biddeford. 
Biddeford, 
Boom Road, Saco, 
Main Street, Biddeford. 
Front Street, Saco, 
Old Orchard, Saco, 
Biddeford. 
Lincoln Street, Saco. 
River Street, Biddeford. 
Wharf Street, Saco. 
Water Street, Saco. 
Buxton Road, Saco, 
Storer Street, Saco. 
Main Street, Biddeford. 
Thornton Avenue, Saco, 
Harvey Street, Biddeford. 
Westbrook, Biddeford. 
$5,000 00 
3,000 00 
16,000 00 
6,000 00 
75 00 
$30,075 00 
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GENTLEMEN :—I wish to call your attention to the fact that al-
though the city has suffered the above loss, the principal part has 
been in the outskirts of the city, and so far away our steamers 
have been of no assistance to them ; while in the city proper we 
have escaped with the slight loss of $3,075 00. 
Respectfully, 
A . L O R D . 
R E P O R T 
OF THE 
S U P E R V I S O R O F S C H O O L S . 
GENTLEMEN OF THE CITY CODNCIL : 
For information in regard to the amount of appropriations and 
expenditures by the City for the support of the public schools, 
during the past year, I refer you to thp report of the Auditor. 
Rigid economy should of course be aimed at in every department 
of our city, at all times ; but we should remember that the best 
economy looks more closely at the manner of expenditures, than 
at the amount of appropriations. From the light I have I am 
unable to see wherein the Agents of Dist. No. 1, or any other 
district, have wasted any of the money raised. In mj- last re-
port I complained that the salaries of the female teachers were 
insufficient. In this count}- Berwick, Biddeford, Kittery, Leba-
non, Newfiejd, North Berwick, Shapleigh, Sanford and South 
Berwick paid larger average salaries to female teachers than Sa-
co. During the past year the salaries of the female teachers of 
Saco havie been- raised about sixteen per cent. The present sal-
aries can be seen in the annexed table. It has been suggested 
to me that it would be a wise and economical measure to cut 
down these salaries to the former figures and even lower ; and it 
has been asserted that the teachers would remain and work as 
well. If Saco was paying higher salaries than other cities and 
towns around her, this suggestion would be entitled to some con-
sideration. But when it is remembered that many of the "back 
towns" in our own county can offer our teachers more money 
than we pay them, it cannot be believed that the teachers would 
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remain with us at reduced salaries unless they were so incompe-
tent that no call for their services elsewhere would be made. If 
we desire to send away our best teachers and keep the poorest, 
we should reduce the salaries. The salary of the Principal of 
the High School is higher than has ever been paid before In this 
city. The increase in his salary was not made until lie had re-
ceived larger offers from other cities. We felt that it was for the 
benefit of the city for him to remain with us, and accordingly an 
increase was made. A teacher for that school can be had for 
$1000, but experience has taught that when you go into the 
market and buy below the market rates, you will receive an infe-
rior article. An increase in Mr. Straw's salary was made for the 
same reason, and at the close of the present year the salary of 
Mr. King will have to be made equal t o that of Mr. Straw. Oth-
er of our teachers received calls to work elsewhere, and were kept 
only by the higher salaries. 
I have examined, not merely the gross amounts, (as some have 
been content to do) but the items of expenditures in Dist. No. 1, 
and I have not found any foundation for charges of extravagance 
or waste. None of the expenditures were unnecessary, and more 
could have been made with benefit to the school interests. Would 
it not be full as well for the correct information of the talking 
public, if an examination of the bills and vouchers in the Audi-
tor's office should precede any charges against the Agents of ex-
travagance or personal aggrandizement. It would not require a 
very tedious examination to learn that the Supervisor has noth-
ing to do with the expenditure of school money, that the teach-
ers are paid by the City Treasurer in cash, and not " b y the 
Chairman of the Agents, in groceries," and that the excess of ex-
penditures over receipts is but $1,300, instead of the ante-elec-
tion amount, $6000. 
• There are some among us who claim that the High School is a 
needless object of expense, and that it should be abolished. I 
confess that I have no answer which would influence a mind so 
untouched by all the influences of the past ten or fifteen years, 
leading toward a broader, deeper, higher and larger education of 
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the masses. I f the objector is blind and deaf to all these influ-
ences, I have no wbrds which could make any impression on him. 
I have heretofore thought it was the duty of the Trustees of the 
Thornton Academy fund to turn that fund over to the city under 
certain conditions ; but I am now fully persuaded that it would 
be a betrayal of the trust, if they should allow the fund to so go 
out of their control, that the opponents of popular education 
could directly or indirectly take any part in the expenditure of 
the fund. 
So that I say, with tUe Mayor, in his last inaugural, "appro-
priate the largest amount possible for the support of our schools." 
C H A N G E OF TEACHERS. 
During the year a few changes of teachers have necessarily 
been made. Mr. J. H. Wardwell of Spring Street Grammar 
School received a "louder call" from Massachusetts than we were 
able to answer. After some delay the vacancy was filled by 
James R. King of Thomaston. During the fall term Sophia J. 
Gowen, who had labored so long and faithfully in the Middle 
Street Grammar School, received from Massachusetts an offer of 
a larger salary than our funds would allow. Her place was filled 
by Miss Ella Baker. Miss L. S. Gowen, teacher of the Lower 
Primary, at the Common, at the close of the school year was 
obliged by sickness to give up her position, and Miss S. E. Gow-
dy was appointed in her place. Mary Andrews took the Spring 
Street Lower Primary in place of Miss Milliken, resigned. O f 
the thirteen female teachers in Dist. No. 1, eleven are "Saco 
girls ;" most of those in the other districts would come under the 
same description. 
CONDITION OF SCHOOLS. 
I have made some changes and can see that others should be 
made at the close of the school year. Swinton's "Advanced 
Grammar" was in both divisions of the Grammar Schools. I 
confined it to the upper division, and put into the lower division, 
in its-place, Swinton's "Language Lessons," a book much better 
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adapted to the age of the pupils in that division. A further 
change should be made. The "Advanced Grammar" should be 
removed to the High School, and Swinton's " A d v a n c e d Language 
Lessons" should take its place in the Grammar School. By this 
the pupils would gain a " fair mastery of the art o f writing good 
English for the ordinary uses of l i fe," instead of having their 
minds confused by abstruse and refined theories of philology. 
Hillard's Readers were introduced into the schools in 1858. A 
revised edition was introduced in 1865, which has been in use 
since. Teachers and pupils are tired reading the same pieces 
over and over. I renew my suggestion of last year that new 
readers be purchased by the City. Book keeping has been taken 
from the High School and placed in the Grammar .School, so that 
those who go no higher than the Grammar Schools can learn that 
branch. It is taught orally and on the black-board, and the 
blank books used are old fashioned writing books without cop-
ies, which the pupils learn to rule properly; thus avoiding the 
expense of text books and prepared blank books. Some works 
upon Familiar Science should be placed in the Grammar Schools ; 
and time could be made for it by omitting the usual work given 
to Compound Proportion, Alligation, Medial and Alternate. Pro-
gression, Arithmetical and Geometrical, Annuities, Permutation, 
etc., matters which have heretofore occupied much time without 
any profit. The course has heretofore required young pupils to 
master "principles" of Arithmetic, which they could not compre-
hend, and in that way time has been worse than wasted. A boy 
o f ten years of age, in the Intermediate Schools, should not be re-
quired to say, "parrot-l ike," that "the placeot a figure in a num-
ber is the position it occupies with reference to other figures ;" or, 
that " the Bum o f two numbers is a number which contains the 
same number of units as the two or more numbers put together;'» 
or to explain the two methods, or either of them, of subtracting 
when any figure in the minuend is less than the corresponding 
figure in the subtrahend. Instead of paying attention to these 
matters, which belong in a higher school, the pupils are now re-
quired to compute rapidly and accurately. A child learns to walk 
many years before he can, on some examination day, give a sci-
entific answer to the question, how do you walk? Teach the boy 
to add, subtract, multiply and divide rapidly and accurately, and 
don't require him to tell how he does it, until he is old enough to 
understand the words he must use. By the old course the class-
es in the Intermediates went to Long Division, they now go 
through Reduction. Pupils are now required to be able to write 
their names, make Arabic and Roman numerals, before admission 
to the upper Primaries. More attention is paid to object teaching 
in the lower Primaries. Script writing is now commenced in the 
upper Primaries instead of the Intermediates as heretofore. Some 
attention is given to drawing in the Primaries and High. In all 
the schools there has been a strong endeavor to get away from 
the routine language of answers and explanations. Language of 
text books is avoided, and each pupil is' encouraged to clothe his 
own ideas in his own words, rather than the ideas of another in 
the language of another. Feeling that pupils did not have suffi-
cient practice iu expressing their ideas in writing, I furnished the 
teachers of the High and Grammar Schools with paper. Written 
exercises of various kinds have been frequently had with good 
results. 
Corporal punishment has been resorted to once by Mr. Melcher, 
once by Mr. Straw, and twice by Mr. King during the past year. 
A class in Elocution, composed of teachers and others, was 
taught by Miss Helen Potter, a gifted elocutionist, during the 
summer term, with good results. Reading in the schools has 
improved very much since that time. 
Teachers' meetings have been held weekly, at which the many 
questions constantly arising in the schools have been informally 
discussed. This has led to a better acquaintance with each oth-
er, more information of the wants of the schools, and a helping 
and strengthening of each other by sympathy and advice. I have 
participated in these meetings, greatly to my pleasure and profit. 
An examination of the course of study will show that a full 
course from lower Primary to a fit for the High School, requires 
eleven years. Somebody says this is too long, that one entering 
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the Primary at five years of age would not graduate from the High 
School, till he was twenty. That would be true if he was not 
able to go faster. He certainly should not go forward any more 
rapidly than he is prepared. If he is capable and fitted for rap-
id advancement, I know nothing to hinder him from going from 
school to school as rapidly as he is prepared. The printed 
Course calls for eleven years of school life before entrance into 
the High School, but the fact is, that the average age of the class 
entering the High School last fall, was fourteen years and two 
months. Those of this class, desiring to take the College Course, 
would be prepared to enter college at the age of seventeen years, 
two months, young enough for any boy to commence the fight 
with college temptations. But somebody says, the grade of the 
High School has been lowered so that it might be kept flourish-
ing in numbers. My reply to this is, that it has been raised. At 
the examination last fall for admission to that school, I gave the 
following questions to be answered in writing: 
ARITHMETIC. 
1. Divide 9 by 450, multiply the quotient by .8 divide .003 
by that product, and add three thousand two, and three thous-
and three millionths to that quotient. 
2. A man bought 3-5 of 5-8 acres of land. He sold 6-7 of it 
at eight dollars and one quarter per sq. rod, and the remainder 
at three cents per sq. foot, and thereby gained twenty-five per 
cent. What did it cost him ? 
3. Sold a lot of cotton for $1,080, which was ten per cent, less 
than what I asked. If I had received my asking price, I should 
have made 25 per cent. Did I gain or lose, and how much? 
4. What operations on the dividend and divisor, the terms of 
a fraction, and the antecedent and consequent of a ratio produce 
like results? 
5. How many pounds, ounces, etc., of medicine will an apoth-
ecary use in preparing 97 prescriptions of 15 grains each? 
6. A note for $500, drawn at 90 days, was discounted at the 
York Bank, at 7 3-10 per cent. How much was received on the 
note ? 
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7. What is the amount of $300 for 2 yrs., 6 mos, 12 ds. at 5 
per ct. compound interest? 
8. In what time will money double itself at 7 3-10 per ct. 
simple interest? 
9. A , B and C trade in partnership. A furnishes 1-2 the cap-
ital and is to have 1-8 of the gain for extra services. B and C 
furnish $3000 each and the gain is $5,760. What is the share of 
each? 
10. How manj' rods of fence will be required to enclose 10 
acres of land in the form of a square ? 
11. A cellar is to be dug 30 ft. long and 20 ft. wide ; at what 
depth will 50 cubic yards of earth have been removed? 
G R A M M A R . 
1. Put in proper form and correct in every particular, the fol-
lowing : sacoe main july 6 1874 mesrs noyes and co dear sir 
please send me by tomorrow's express 14 volumes of reeves ing-
lish histe.'y and charge the s ime to the count of athasneum libry 
yours truley william t white. 
2. Mention the properties of nouns and what they show. 
3. What is meant by '-personification?" Example? 
4. Give a synopsis of " l ie" (recline) through all the moods 
and tenses in the first person singular. 
5. Mention all the ways of comparing adjectives. 
6. Write sentences showing four methods of modifying the 
subject by words. 
7. Write sentences showing two methods of modifying the 
predicate by clauses. 
8. Give the rule for finally in spelling derivatives. 
GEOGRAPHY. 
1. Name the zones, their width in degrees, the circles which 
bound them and the latitude of the circles. 
2. What is the greatest possible latitude? longitude? 
3. The longitude of Boston is 71° W . from Greenwich. Give 
the longitude of two places, one 100° E. and the other 100° W. 
from Boston. 
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4. Mention the different bodies of water1 .surrounding the 
British Islands. 
5. Name the States through or by which the Mississipi flows. 
6. What mountains and seas form parts of the boundary be-
tween Asia and Europe ? 
7. On what waters would you sail in going from Chicago to 
Constantinople ? 8. Name the counties in Maine? 
9. Which farthest North? farthest East? 
10. What towns in Maine are engaged in the manufacture of. 
cotton and woolen goods? 
11. Where is lime made? 
HISTORY. 
1. Give the early history of the Mass. Bay Colony? 
2. Mention the date, causes and results of the French and 
Indian War. 
3. When was George Washington born, and when did he die? 
4. Mention five of the most important battles of the Revolu-
tionary War. 
5. What were some of the principal events of 1781 ? 
6. Why is Madison's administration especially prominent in 
our history ? 
7. When did the Mexican War close, and what were the terms 
of the treaty of peace ? 
8. Give an account of the battle of Gettysburg. 
9. What were some of the principal services rendered by the 
United States Navy during the War of the Rebellion? 
I think if some one of the gradhates of the "district schools 
forty years ago," which "were so much better than the schools of 
to-day," will attempt to give written answers to the foregoing 
questions and hand the same to the fourth class in the High 
School for correction, he will be forced to admit thathis fit might 
be considerably closer, and that the requirements for admission 
to the High School cannot be complied without some previous 
work. 
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At the first examination last fall, I admitted sixteen of the 
thirty-one applicants; at the second examination I admitted 
eleven of the seventeen applicants, a part of whom had failed at 
the first trial. Of course all were not equally fitted and I have 
no doubt but a few blundered into a good examination and so 
were unworthily admitted. 
Since Mr.Melcher took charge of the School, classes in the fol-
lowing branches have been formed: Natural History, Mental 
Arithmetic, Botany, Geology, Mineralogy, Chemistry, Astron-
omy, English Literature, and Science of Government. A part of 
these studies were upon the printed list before Mr. Melcher be-
gan. But there were no classes in them and had not been in 
either one of them for a year. This statement is based upon my 
own memoranda and is corroborated by the High School Assis-
tant, Miss Chadwick. No study has been dropped except Phys-
ical Geography. The examination questions and the number 
and character of these studies do not give much evidence that 
the grade has been lowered. 
Somebody else says, for we have many minds among us, "it is 
true the grade has not been lowered. The trouble is that it hatf 
been raised too high, and our boys are now studying belles let-
tres, instead of fitting themselves for the practical matters of a 
business life." 
The list of new studies I have just given does not give ground 
for that assertion. That complaint shows one of the errors ii: 
judging of our schools. It is frequently claimed and expected 
that our schools should give a boy a "practical education." This 
is a great mistake. No one expects to find a practical machin-
ist, blacksmith, dentist, lawyer or doctor among the graduates 
of a Grammar or High School. For to be either one of those re-
quires special training and study. For the same reason one 
should not expect good ready made accountants, shrewd finan-
ciers, smart business men, or adepts in trade. The Grammar 
School has fulfilled its purpose if it has taught the boy how to 
learn, if it has started him well up the "Hill of Science." 
Although I am able to speak of improvements, yet it by no 
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means follows that our schools are all they should be. There are 
still many defects, and they are seen and felt as quickly by the 
teachers and supervisor as by those who have not been into a 
school room this year. How to remedy every defect I am una-
ble to tell. The most learned educators of the world are at work 
upon educational questions, which are solved on our street corners 
with ease. The condition of our schools was never better than 
to-day. The teachers continue earnest and faithful. They are 
constantly guarding against falling into ruts, and are ever glad 
of suggestions of methods of improvement from any source. They 
are entitled to sympathy and encouragement, and I trust, the 
coming year, will receive more of both. 
The High School building still remains inadequate for its uses. 
The most prominent difficulty at present is that the recitation 
room is not large enough. The fourth class now numbers twen-
ty-eight, and the room into which they are to be crowded for rec-
itation is 8 1-2 by 10 feet. During the fall term they could be 
crowded in, but now that the weather requires the room to be 
heated, it cannot be done. The class has been divided, and the 
two parts recite alternate days, thus giving three recitations in 
place of six. There are seven tuition pupils from other towns, 
but they do not in any waj- cause the above difficulty, for none 
of them belong to the fourth class, and no other class is so large 
that it cannot be crowded in. I am aware this is a poor time to 
speak of a new building, but it is none the less needed. I trust 
that if the coming 3-ear sees no move in that direction, yet that 
there shall be a growing conviction of the necessity for a new 
building. 
The schools in the districts outside No. 1 have been generally 
about the same as heretofore. A larger salary than usual has 
been paid in No. 2, (Ferry) and the result is, that the school in 
that district is now in a better condition than I have ever seen 
it, and it is decidedly the best mixed school in the city. This 
is owing in part to the valuable services of the teacher, and in 
part to the fact that a large number of boys over fifteen years 
old attended and realized the value of their privilege. The agent 
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of No. 4 ( " D y e r " ) gave me no notice of the time for closing the 
winter term, so that I was unable to make the usual visit. In 
"Parcher" the winter term was unexpectedly ended by sickness of 
the teacher, and no Register has as yet come to me. The schools 
in Nos. 3 and 6 are still in session. 
I annex the usual tables, and report made to me by the mas-
ter of the High School. 
Respectfully submitted, 
II. F A I R F I E L D , Supervisor of Schools 
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T o THE SUPERVISOR OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS : 
D E A R S I R :—The following report of the High School for the 
past year, together with such suggestions as may be deemed per 
tinent, is herewith respectfully submitted : 
Since my last annual statement, five young ladies, M. Ella 
Graves, Estelle Emery, Alice Noyes, Henrietta Pierce and Lizzie 
M. Sands, have graduated and received diplomas. 
A t the present time the number of regular scholars is nearly 
doubled, and sixty names are on the roll. The percentage of at-
tendance has reached .93, but is still below what is desired. In-
stances of tardiness are confined to a very few individuals with 
whom it is a chronic complaint. Dismissals are not frequent, 
and truancies are believed not to exist. 
Heretofore many Grammar School graduates have pursued 
their studies no further. The larger numbers now sent in to the 
High School, notwithstanding the more rigid examination, indi-
cate a change in public sentiment. Several of the neighboring 
towns have increased our ranks. Hollis, Buxton and Kenne-
bunkport contribute one person each; Kennebunk and Water-
borough, two each. Since my connection with the school the 
standard has been raised. Book-keeping has been given to the 
Grammar Schools, and Physical Geography has been dropped. 
While the former studies, with but the two preceding exceptions, 
have been retained, the following entirely new ones have been in-
troduced, v iz : Natural History, Study of English Language, 
Astronomy, Mental Arithmetic, Plays of Shakspeare, Geology, 
Botany, Mineralogj-, Science of Government, Chemistiy, German 
and Greek Prose Composition. Eleven of these belong strictly 
to an English education. Philosophy is taught throughout the 
year, instead of a part, as before; and as soon as feasible it is 
urged that music and drawing take their places as regular branch-
es of instruction. Some attention has already been paid to the 
latter department. Believing it to be profitable as well as pleas-
ant for the older pupils to review some of their earlier studies, I 
have required the Seniors to review Arithmetic during the two 
terms previous to graduation. 
57 
A cursory glance at the above should satisfy one that while the 
school affords the usual advantages for classical learning, it is 
eminently an English High School. Classical education is not 
compulsory. 
Our text-books are good and no change is desired. Through 
the kindness of the school officials the much needed apparatus in 
Magnetism and Optics has been supplied. The school also has 
for the nicer studies the use of a powerful Zeutmayer microscope 
belonging to myself. A piano and a library of one hundred and 
twenty-five volumes have been procured by the members of the 
school, and a debating club is formed by the boys. 
The annoying proximity of the railway and the presence of 
smaller students in the vicinity are serious hindrances to improve-
ment. 
Discipline has been maintained, and corporal punishment re-
sorted to but once. Close attention to school duties has been 
evinced, and a cordial feeling subsists between the pupils and 
teachers. This success should be in part attributed to the pa-
tient and earnest endeavors of my excellent assistant, Miss Chad-
wick. 
In conclusion, permit me to thank you, Sir, for your hearty en-
couragement and support, and for the many friendly suggestions 
I have received from you upon matters relating to your office. 
Very respectfully yours, 
B. REDFORD MELCHEB. 
Saco, March 9, 1875. 
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High School Text Books. 
Steele's Astronomy, Chemistry, Geology and Physiology; 
Wood's Botany ; Norton's Philosophy ; Hooker's Natural Histo-
ry ; Greenleaf's Geometry; Peirce's Logarithms; Eaton's Alge-
bra ; Wentworth's Problems ; Hillard's Sixth Reader ; Swinton's 
Rhetoric and Outlines of General History; Shaw's Smaller His-
tory of English and American Literature; Hudson's or Rolfe's 
Shakespeare's Plays (Merchant of Venice and Tempest) ; Otto's 
French Grammar ; Collot's Dramatic French Reader ; Woodbury's 
Complete Course with German Language; Taugennichts; 
Goethe's Faust; Goodwin's Greek Grammar and Reader ; Leigh-
ton's Greek Lessons ; Boise's Anabasis ; Owen's Homer's Iliad ; 
Liddell and Scott's Greek Lexicon ; Harkness' Latin Grammar, 
Reader and Pro3e Composition ; Allen and Grecnough's Caesar, 
Ovid, Virgil, Cicero and Shorter Course of Latin Prose; An-
drews' Latin Lexicon ; Butler and Sturgus'Sallust; Arnold's Ne-
pos ; Potter's Manual of Reading. 
Mineralogy, English Language and Science of Government 
given in lectures. 
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H I C f H 
R E G U L A R 
FIRST T E R M . SECOND T E R M . 
Natural History. 
Latin Grammar and Reader to Fa-
bles. 
Wentworth's Problems, Eng. Lan-
guage and Shakspeare. 
Natural History continued. 
I <atm Reader to Roman History. 
Wentworth's Probs., Eng. L»n. and 
Shakspeare. 
Algebra (Simple Equations.) 
Cicero (2 1-2 Catiline Orations.) 
t jv , . . . S M e c h a n i c s and Philosophy | pneumatics. 
Algebra to Quadratics. 
Cicero (finish Catiline and Manilian 
Law.) 
Electricity, Hydrostatics and Hy-
draulics. 
French Grammar. 
Aeneid (Book II.) 
Geometry (Book I.) and Physiology. 
" L a Somnambule" and " L a Soiree." 
Aeneid (Rook IV.) 
Geometry (Books III. and IV.) and 
finish Physiology. 
Geology, General History. 
Rhetoric, English Literature. 
German Grammar. 
Geology, General History. 
Astronomy, English Literature. 
Taugennichts. 
W E D N E S D A Y E X E R C I S E S . 
4th Cla9s, Drawing Extra. 
2d " as usual. 
1st " Latin Prose Composition and Ancient Geography. 
3d " Science of Government and Mental Arithmetic. 
Reading, Spelling and Declamations weekly by all the school. 
Compositions and written translations from all the languages at stated times. 
C O U R S E . 
T H I R D T E R M . F O U R T H T E R M . 
Natural History finished. 
Latin Reader do . 
Wentworth's Probs. Eng . Lan., &c . 
Natural History reviewed, 
Quintius Curtius, Nepos or Caesar 
and review. 
W ' s Probs., English Language and 
Shakspeare. 
Algebra finished. 
Virgil begun. 
Algebra reviewed. 
Virgil's Aeneid, (Book 1.) 
Magnetism, Acoustics & Pyronomies. Optics, Meteorology and review Phys-
ics. 
Racine's Athalie. 
Aeneid finished. 
Botany and Mineralogy. 
Athalie reviewed. 
Aeneid reviewed. 
Bolany and Mineralogy. 
Chemistry, Botany. 
Astronomy, Arithmetic. 
Goethe's Faust. 
Chemistry, Botany reviewed. 
Arithmetic reviewed. 
Faust reviewed. 
C L A S S I C A L C O U R S E . 
Latin with Sallust as in Regular Course. 
Mathematics (Algebra, Geometry, Arithmetic and Logarithms.) 
Greek (Anabasis; Homer's Iliad, two books ; ) Ancient History, Ancient Geo-
graphy ; Greek Prose Composition. 
French, if needed. Philosophy. This course requires three years. 
ENGLISH COURSE.—The English studies of the Regular Course. In addition, 
the several classes will take such other English studies as may be assigned in placc 
of the languages. 
In September, all must choose one o f the courses, and abide by the choice, one 
year. 
Extracts from City Ordinances. 
ORDINANCE NO. 8 . 
SECTION 1 . It shall be the duty of every officer, on knowledge 
of the breach of any ordinance or laws, to report the same to the 
Mayor, City Marshal or Solicitor, whose duty it shall be to see 
that all fines and forfeitures are collected, and all offenders pros-
ecuted. 
AN ORDINANCE DEFINING THE H I G H W A Y DISTRICTS AND DUTIES OF 
THE ROAD AND STREET COMMISSIONERS. 
SECTION 1 . The city of Saco is hereby divided into four high-
way districts, thus bounded and described, to wit : 
District No. One beginning at the point where the Portland, 
Saco and Portsmouth Railroad crosses Saco River, and running 
thencc westerly and northerly up said river by the Biddeford and 
Dayton city and town lines to the Buxton town line, and thence 
by said Buxton town line to the Buxton road (so called) ; thence 
by a line drawn so far, and so far only, north-easterly of the 
north-east side line of said Buxton road, as will include all the 
dwellings and inhabitants on said Buxton road, to the Portland, 
Saco and Portsmouth Railroad; thence by said railroad to the 
point of beginning. 
District No. Two beginning at the intersection of the line of 
district number one with said railroad near the depot, thence run-
ning northerly by the north-easterly side line of district number 
one to the Buxton town line ; thence by Buxton town line to the 
Scarborough town line; thence by said Scarborough line to the 
south-easterly side line of the Portland road ; thence by a line 
drawn so far, and so far only, south-easterly of the Portland 
road as shall include all the dwellings and inhabitants on said 
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road to the Harmon road, so called, near the Dyer school-house ; 
thence by said road so as to include the dwellings and inhabitants 
on said road to the Portland, Saco & Portsmouth Railroad ; thence 
by said railroad to the point of beginning, excepting therefrom 
the road leading from said railroad to the house occupied by Ben-
jamin Goodwin. 
District No. Three beginning on the south-easterly side line of 
said Portland road where it intersects the railroad aforesaid, 
thence running north-easterly by the south-easterly and easterly 
side line of district number two to the Scarborough town l ine; 
thence by the Scarborough town line to the sea; thence by the 
sea to the Saco river ; thence up Saco river to a point where the 
north-westerly side line of Laurel Hill Cemetery extended would 
strike the Saco river; thence in a straight line north-easterly to 
the westerly side line of the Old Orchard l oad where it intersects 
the Ferry road ; thence in a straight line northerly to a point on 
the Ross road, fifteeu rods north-easterly from the bridge which 
crosses Goose Fare brook ; thence to the point of beginning. 
District No. Four includes all the territory and inhabitants of 
the city of Saco not included in either of the other districts as 
above defined, and the road which leads from said railroad to the 
house occupied by Benjamin Goodwin. 
SECT. 2 . There shall be annually elected, by the city council, 
one commissioner of streets and roads for each of the above de-
scribed districts ; and each of said commissioners shall be sworn 
to the faithfhl performance of duty, and shall receive such com-
pensation as the city council shall establish, and shall be remov-
able at the pleasure of the city council; and if either of said of-
fices shall become vacant by death, resignation, or otherwise, 
they shall forthwith elect another person. 
SECT. 3 . It shall be the duty of each commissioner of streets 
to superintend the general state of the roads, streets, sidewalks, 
and lanes in his district; to attend to the repairs of the same, 
and to make all contracts for labor and materials therefor, and 
to give notice to the mayor, or to the city marshal, of any nui-
sance, obstruction or encroachment thereon ; to superintend the 
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building or repairing of any drain, sewer or reservoir in his dis-
trict, and to make contracts for labor and material for the same; 
to take the general care of all carts or teams owned by the city, 
to be used in his district, (except such as shall be kept for the 
use of the city farm) and to make all necessary arrangements for 
cleaning the streets, and disposing of the manure received there-
from in his district. 
SECT. 4. All the powers vested in, and duties required of, 
road commissioners, by the laws of this State, are hereby vested 
in, and required of, each commissioner of streets within his dis-
trict ; and any damage or expense which the city may sustain in 
consequence of the gross neglect of duty on the part of either of 
the commissioners of roads and streets, shall be paid by him; 
and each shall perform such duties, in his said offlcei, as the city 
council may require. 
SECT. 5 . Each commissioner of roads and streets shall settle 
and pay all accounts contracted in the discharge of his official 
duties, bv funds to be supplied him from money raised and ap-
propriated for that purpose ; and he shall give bond for the faith 
ful application of all funds entrusted to him, and for the faithful 
performance of all the duties of his office, and for the payment of 
all damages or expense which the city may sustain inconsequence 
of his gross neglect of duty ; and he shall keep an exact account 
of his receipts and expenditures, containing the name of every 
person to whom monej- is paid, and the amount paid to each per-
son, and lay the same monthly before the committee on accounts 
for their examination and allowance, which committee shall re-
port the same to the city council ; and each of them shall make 
himself acquainted with the lines and bounds of the roads and 
streets within his district; and they, or either of them, may 
make such arrangements with the overseers of the poor, for pro-
curing labor and materials from the city farm, as the interests of 
the city may require; and may have the teams kept, and men 
boarded at said farm, upon such terms as shall be agreed upon 
between them, or either of them and said overseers. 
SECT. 6. It shall be the duty of each commissioner of roads 
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and streets to see that no encroachments are made upon any 
streets, squares, lanes or grounds o f the city, by fences, build-
ings, or otherwise within his l imits; and whenever any encroach-
ment shall hereafter be made upon the same, and the party mak-
ing the same shall neglect or refuse to remove the same, it shall 
be the duty o f the commissioner of streets in whose limits the en-
croachment is made to cause the person so offending to be pros-
ecuted and the nuisance abated. 
AN AMENDMENT OP ORDINANCE NO. 1 5 , RESPECTING TRUANT CHIL-
DREN AND ABSENTEES PROM SCHOOL. 
SECTION 1 . Section two o f city ordinance number fifteen, is 
hereby amended by striking out the word fifteen in the second 
line of said section, and inserting in lieu thereof the word seven-
teen. Said section as amended, reads as follows, to w i t : 
SECT. 2. Al l children residing in said city between the ages 
of six and seventeen, being without any regular occupation and 
growing up in ignorance, shall, unless there be some sufficient 
reason to the contrary, be required regularly to attend some pub-
lic or private school or suitable institution of instruction. 
AN ORDINANCE IN RELATION TO THE DEPOSIT OF ASHES AND 
REFUSE MATTER IN THE STREETS. 
SECTION 1 . N o person shall put or place, or cause to be put 
or placed in any street, lane, alley, or public place in the city 
within the radius of three-fourths of a mile from the "Ci ty Hall 
Building," any house-dirt, ashes, garbage, shreds, shavings, 
filth, suds, offals, oyster shells, or other kinds o f rubbish, except 
in such place and in such manner as the Mayor and Aldermen 
shall prescribe. 
SECT. 2. A n y person who shall throw or put, or cause to be 
thrown or put, any snow or ice into any street, lane or alley in 
the city, shall cause the same to be broken up and spread evenly 
over the surface of such street, lane or alley. 
SECT. 3. Any person violating any of the provisions of this 
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ordinance shall be punished by a fine not exceeding Ten Dollars, 
nor less than One Dollar, and shall pay the cost of prosecution, 
and stand committed until the same be paid. 
AN ORDINANCE TO PREVENT THE OBSTRUCTION OP THE CITY 
RF.SERVOIRS. 
SECTION 1 . No person, under any circumstances, shall depos-
it any materials or rubbish of any kind upon any city reservoir, 
so as to interfere with or obstruct the convenient use of the same, 
under a penalty of not less than twenty dollars, nor exceeding 
fifty dollars for each offence. 
SECT. 2 . If any such reservoir shall be so obstructed, thechief 
engineer or the city marshal, shall at once cause the obstructions 
to be removed at the expense of the person or persons making 
such obstructions. 
SECT. 3 . If any person shall take any water for any purpose 
whatever, from any reservoir belonging to the cit}', except for 
the extinguishment of fires, or for the use of the fire department, 
without first having obtained permission in writing from the 
mayor, he shall pay for each offence not less than five and not 
more than twenty dollars. 
RUI.ES AND REGULATIONS TO BE OBSERVED BY TIIE POLICE AND 
N I G H T W A T C H OP THE CITY OP S A C O . 
It shall be the duty of the City Marshal to enforce the follow-
ing regulations: 
The hours of duty of the Night-watch shall be for the months 
of November, December, January and February, from 7 o'clock 
P. M., to 6 o'clock A . M . ; for months of March, April, Septem-
ber and October from 6 o'clock P. M., to 5 o'clock A. M . ; for 
months of May, June, July and August from 6 o'clock P. M., to 
4 o'clock A. M. 
If they are off duty for more than thirty minutes at any one 
time, they shall provide competent substitutes. 
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Each night between the hours of 6 o'clock and 10, they shall 
patrol Main Street from the corner of Gooch Street to the City 
Building, on opposite directions, and during these hours, they 
shall not leave this beat or enter any building excepting in the 
discharge of legitimate police duties. 
After 10 P. M., one officer shall be constantly on Main Street 
while one shall twice during; each night pass up Main Street to 
North Street, up North to Scamman to Temple, up Temple to 
Spring, down Spring to Lincoln, down Lincoln and Water to 
Main. Also, twice during each night an officer shall pass 
through Pepperell Square to Common Street, down Common to 
High to Beach, up Beach to and down Main Street. 
• In case of fire, it shall be their first dutj- to ring an alarm- and 
then to notify Engine men where the fire is located. They shall 
be allowed forty-five minutes each night for eating and rest, but 
in no case shall more thin one officer be off duty at the same 
time for this purpose. 
They shall consider their whole time as belonging to the City, 
and shall engage in no other business or calling whatever, and 
shall hold themselves in readiness at all times to respond to any 
call for their services as Police Officers. 
Adopted January 4, 1875. 
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